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Dracaena impressivenia, a new species of Dracaena 
(Agavaceae) from Yunnan, China 
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! (Xishuangbanna Tropical Botanical Garden, the Chinese Academy of Sciences, Kunming 650223, China) 
2 (Graduate School of the Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100039, China) 


Abstract Dracaena impressivenia Y. H. Yan & H. J. Guo, a new species from Yingjiang 
County, Yunnan, China, is described and illustrated. This species is similar to D. terniflora 
Roxb. in the leaf shape, but differs by having sunken-veined leaves, many-flowered raceme 
with 6-9 flowers clustered together, dark red bracts, and erect perianth 3—3.5 cm long. 

Key words Dracaena, Dracaena impressivenia Y. H. Yan & H. J. Guo, Agavaceae, new 
species, Yunnan, China. 
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Dracaena impressivenia Y. H. Yan & H. J. Guo, sp. nov. Fig. 1 

Foliorum ambitu proxima D. terniflorae Roxb., sed foliis conspicue 
impressiveniis, floribus fasciculatis 6—9-nis, bracteis atrorubris, perianthio erecto 
3-3.5 cm longo differt. 

Shrubs somewhat creeping, evergreen, usually less than 1 m tall. Stems slender, ca. 1 cm 
in diam., simple, marked with circular scars of fallen leaves. Leaves mostly crowded at top of 
stem, often fewer forming 1 or 2 clusters below with about 4 leaves, lanceolate to elliptic, 
20-30 cm long, 5-7 cm broad, acuminate, base attenuate into a canaliculate petiole, 
coriaceous, glabrous; nerves 9-11, conspicuously sunken above. Petioles 3-5 cm long, base 
enlarged and complexicaul. Inflorescence terminal, simple, 20-35 cm long; rachis glabrous 
below, canaliculate above. Flowers many, 6—9 clustered together; each cluster with 1 bract 
<0.5 cm long, darkred; bracteoles broadly ovate, membranous; pedicel 0.2 cm long, articulate 
above middle. Perianth white, 3-3.5 cm long; tube ca. 1.5-1.7 cm long; lobes erect, 1.5-1.7 
cm long. Stamen filaments filiform, 6. Anthers ca. 0.3 cm long, versatile. Style white, much 
longer than ovary. Stigma capitate, 3-lobed. Ovary ca. 0.2 cm in diam., trilocular; ovules 
solitary in each cell; placentation axile. Berry orange. Seeds 1-3. Fl. May. Fr. June. 

China. Yunnan ([ [J ): Yingjiang (O [O ), Nabang (O [J ), in forest, alt. 310 m, 
2004-05-06, Y. H. Yan ( J [ ) O1 (holotype, HITBC). 
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Fig. 1. Dracaena impressivenia Y. H. Yan & H. J. Guo. A, flowering branch; B, inflorescence; C, clustered flowers; D, 
a flower; E, a flower opened; F, a stamen; G, pistil; H, ovule. Drawn by X. L. Wu from Y. H. Yan 01 (HITBC). 
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